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DAYTON FIRST IN THE AIR

Five fields are located in and near Dayton, in-
cluding McCook and Wilbur Wright U. S. Govern-
ment Fields.

McCook field is the home of the Engineering
Division of the Air Service. Its experimental lab-
oratories are credited with many of the foremost
developments in aircraft. Through the testing and
development work done here, many of the world’s
air records, now held by the United States, were
made possible. The DeBothezat heliocopter, the
first to make a successful flight, and the Barling
Bomber, the world's largest airplane, are numbered
among the notable accomplishments of this field.

At Wilbur Wright Field, the site of the early
experiments of the Wright Brothers, the United

States Government maintains an aviation supply
depot and airplane manufacturing plant. The land-
ing area of this field is considered by aviation au-
thorities to be the most perfect in the United States.
Many world’s air records have been made from this
point, including the endurance record of the fam-
ous T-2.

To provide an ideal permanent home for the En-
gineering Division of the Air Service, now located
at McCook Field, the area of Wilbur Wright Field
has been expanded to five thousand acres. This gift
from the people of Dayton to the United States
Government has been definitely accepted by the War
Department for the future site of the Nation’s Air
Center. It is the largest aviation field in the world.

CITY BEAUTIFUL

The immaculate appearance of the business and residential districts
interspersed with garden spots and defined by four beautiful rivers, wide
streets and boulevards lined with trees, gives to Dayton a distinct per-
sonality. Its industries are among the pioneers in the ornamentation
of factory buildings and grounds and in the promotion of city beautifi-
cation generally.

The numerous recreational retreats where the joys of nature and
sports abound include the largest municipally owned country club in
the world. It contains nearly three hundred acres of virgin woods, golf
links, etc., and is the favorite playground of the citizens of Dayton.

One of the most delightful automobile tourist camps in the country
occupies a part of the more than one thousand acres of park area con-
trolled by the city. Situated near the heart of the city, still surrounded
by all the attractions of nature, this camp is a mecca for automobile
tourists.

SAFETY CITY FROM HIGH WATER

The America that Columbus discovered was adorned with vast
areas of virgin woods that absorbed excessive rainfall and regulated the
flow of streams. With the encroachment upon these wooded lands de-
manded by progress, many modern communities have become subject to
a destructive overflow of the most modest little rivulets.

. The possibilities of such a menace, however, have been completely
ellmmategl at Dayton through the construction of one of the world’s
largest high water prevention projects. Five mammoth basins or dry
reservoirs, designed to hold back any surplus volume of water, are lo-
cated on the principal rivers in the vicinity of Dayton.

. The building of these huge basins which provide complete protec-
tion against the overflow of streams, required about ten years, cost
thirty-five millior. dollars and represents one of the greatest engineering
feats ever attempted in the United States.

GOVERNMENT

The Dayton Plan of City Management has become the criterion of

Miami municipal efficiency. Sound and irpartial judgment, to which the in-
River dustrial success of the city is attributed, leads to the adoption of similar
and principles in the management of the city. Mammoth
Main Like an immense industry, the people are the stockholders, they Basin at
Street elect five directors and the directors employ an efficient and experienced Germantown
Bridge general manager to run the city. near Dayton

The directors are called commissioners—the one who receives the
largest number of votes is known as the mayor. The General Manager
has the title of City Manager.

Dayton was the first large city to adopt this form of government.
Since its adoption here in 1914, several hundred towns and cities
throughout the United States have copied, in whole or in part, the
Dayton plan.
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